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HE Task which I have enjoyned my felf 
in thefe Papers, is to defcribe Lovernn all 
jts Shapes: To warn the uawary of thofe 

ocks,upon which fo many in all Ages have 
fplit formerly, do {plit ftill, and will fplit hereafter, 
as long as Men and Women fhall be what they now 
are ; and to delineate the true and unfeigned Delight, 
which virtuous Miads feel in the Enjoyment of their 
lawful and warranted Paffions. This Task, the far- 
ther | go, I find grows the more upon my Hands. 
The dreadful Effe&s which have attended irregular 
Purfuits in this way, have led fome thallow Philo- 
fophers to arraign that as-fimply unlawful, or at 
leaft as unbecoming a wife Man, which is certainly 
one of the firft and fundamental Laws of Nature, 
and they have feemed to look upon that as aCurfe, 
which rightly managed is the gfeatelt Blefling that 
our Creator has given us here below; and which is 
in Truth, 


That Cordial Drop Heaven in our Cup has thrown, 
To make the wanjeous Draught of Life go down. 


Yet on the other Hand, when (comparatively 
fpeaking) fo very many mifcarry in this Particular, 
more than in any other tingle Circamttance belong- 
ieg to human Lite, one is tempted tocry out, with 
my Lord Bracke iu his Alabam, 


O wearifom Coxcition of Mortality 

Born to one Law, aud to another bound ; 
Vainly begotten, vet forbidden Vanity 
Created Sick, commanded tu be Sound, 

If Nature fure did not delight in Blood, 

She wou'd have found mue cafe ways to good. 


“But fince Complaints under moft Preffures avail 
but little; fince in every Species of AGtions there is 
a right and a wrong, which Circuaftances only 
can determine: fince our Maker (for greater Rea- 
fons than thofe which our Laws afcribe to our 
Princes) canno: poffibly do any wrong, or as the 
Divines fpeak, cavnot be the Author of Sin; fince 
what was eflential to Human Nature betorethe Faf, 
is in itfelf mott certainly good, when rightly pur- 
fued ; and fince one may obferve that Miltakes and 
falfe Steps in this*matter meet with harfher Cen- 
fures, and are often more feverely punithed in this 
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World, than many other Crimes which feem to be 
of a higher Nature: | have thought it worth while 
to enquire into this matter as exadtly as I could, and 
to prefent the Publick with my Thoughts cpncern- 
ing the real Differences between the feveral forts of 
Evil A@tions, as [ thall find opportunity, andas my 
impcrtunate Correfpondents, who are often in hafte, 


‘and who muft not be difobliged, will give me leave. 


One Method, as | take it, to induce Men to a- 
void any Evil, is to know not only wherein it con- 
filts, but how great itis. The Storcs of old pretend- 
ed that all Sins were equal; that it was as great a 
Crime to fteal a Pin, asto robupon the Road ; when 
their wife Man was once out of his way, he loft 
his Pretenfions to Wifdom: And when thofe were 
gone, whatfoever he did or faid afterwards in that 
State of Aberration, it was all one. Sins were Sins, 
and where the Effence was the fame, the Degrees 
mattered little. This contradiés human Nature, 
and common Senfe; and the Laws of all Nations 
diftinguith inthe Punithments which they infli@, be- 
tween Crimes as they are more or lefs pernicious tothe 
Society in and againft which they are committed, 
That God does fo too, we necd not queftion. The 
Judge of the whole Earth muft certainly do righe. 
When we know whercin the true Greatnefs of every 
Sin contifts, we thall be able to judge of out own 
Faults, and fometimes of the Faults of others; we 
fhall fee why we ought to avoid them where there 
is room tor Compaffion; and where Puniihment is 
neceflary, we may be fure then to be fevere in the 
right place ; and by knowing how and when-to for- 
give, may {c netimes raife thofe that are finking, and 
often fave thofe from utter Deftru@ion, who if a- 
bandoned would be irrecoverably loft. This is a 
large, and I think an ufeful Theme, and it is what 
T have aot feen fufficiently enlarged upon in thofe 
Books of Morality which have comein my way. Now 
if in my Enquiries 1 have an Eye all along to the 
Chriftian Inftitution, and take a View of the Sins 
and irregularities of Mankind in fuch a Light as is 
confiftent with the Pra&tice of our Saviour and his 
Apottles, £ hope the fofter ard politer part of ny 


‘Readers wit! not be upon that Account difgufted. 


The Aggravation cf all Crimes is to be eitimat- 
ed either trom the Perions injured or offended, cr 
from the intrinfick Malice from whence thofe In- 
juries and Offences proceed. All Otfcrices are a- 

gainft 





= fainft either our Maker, our Neighbour, or our 
felves, Offences againft our Maker have this par- 
ticular Aggrayation, that they are commitied againft 
the Perion to whom we have the greatelt 
Obligations, and confequently do more immesi- 
ately contradi& the Light of our own Confcience. 
The Obligations of our original Being, aud of our 
conftant Prefervation, during the whole Courfe of 
our Lives, which takes in all the Bleffings that we 
daily receive from him, are fo peculiarly due to 
God, that they are not communicable to any earth- 
ly Being. For tho’ we may, and do hourly, re- 
ceive Advantages from our Fellow-Creatures, yet 
thofe Advantages are ultimately to be referred to 
God, by whofegood Providencethofe Fellow-Crea- 
tures are enabled to do us good. And befides, the 
good they do us is as much for their Sakes as for 
ours, fince the Advantages they feceive from us, 
and thofe we receive from them are reciprocal, But 
tho’ our Creator is always doing good to us, we 
can do none to him, and upon that Score he has 
a Title to our Obedience, and that implicit, when 
once we are fatisfied it is he that commands. This 
makes Idolatry to be fo crying a Sin, becaufe it is a 
Communication of that Honour to the Creature, 
(whether inanimate or animate it mattets not) to 
which it can have no poffible Title, and is due to 
the Creator only. Upon this account alfo /rreli- 
gion and Atheifm are {till worfe, becaufe they tear 
up all Religion by the Roots; and all Service and 
Worthip is denyed to him to whom the utmoft Ser- 
vice and Worihip is juftly due. This is fo plain, 
that it needs neither Enlargement nor Proof. 

The fecond degree of Offences is of thofe which 
are committed againft our Neighbours. They are 
equally God’s Creatures as ourfelves, and havean 
equal Title to his Prote€ion, and we ought to 
think that they are equally dear to him. Offences 
againft them may becomprehendend under onecom- 
mon Title of /ajuftice. And what Divines ufually 
call Sins againft the Second Table, are, if ftrily 
examined, but fo many Sorts of Injuries againft our 


Neighbours. The Pains, the Care, the Trouble, © 


and above all, the Love, of Parents, demand Ho- 
nour from their Children; and therefore when they 
do not meet with it, they areinjured : This thews the 
Juftice of the fifth Commandment. To take away 
our Neighbour’s Life is the greatett Injury which 
can be done him, becanfeit isabfolutely irrepairable. 
Next to that are Injuries done to his Bed, and for 
the fame Reafon too. The Goods we enjoy are 
the means of our Subfiftance here, and he that a- 
gaint our Wills takes them from us, does more 
oc lef, according to the greatnefs of our Lofs, de- 
prive us of our Subfiftance. This thews the Ju- 
ftice of the fixth, feventh and eighth Command- 
ments. And fince none of thofe things, to which 
by the original Grant from our common Maker we 
have a juft Title, are fecure, if Calumny and falfe 
Accufations are once allowed; therefore falfe 
witnefling is alfo forbidden in the ninth Command- 
ment. And fince a defire of pofleffing what is not 
our own, and what we fee others enjoy, will, if 
encouraged, naturally lead Men to as many forts of 
Injuftice, as there are forts of Defires; therefore co- 
veting what is not our own is fenced againft by 
the tenth Commandment. 

By this Detail it plainly appears why I fer Offen- 
ces againft our Neighbours in the fecond Place. 


Woaen God gave the ten Commandments, he men- 
tions no Offences but thofe againit himfelf, and our 
Neighbuurs, and left the Sins which are immedi- 
ately againft our felves (which are properly Sins of 
Intemperance) to be forbidden by other Laws, 

But then, tho’ Sins againit our felves ought, 
with refpeét to their Guilt, which is what I here 
propofe to cunfider, to bereckened laft; yet itdoes 
not follow from thence that they are not Sins, and 
confequently do not deferve Punifhment. What- 
foever difables as in any Meafure from doing our 
Duty to God or our Neighbour, is fo far an Jnju- 
ftice towards them, and robs them of their due, 
and is fo fara Crime. I[ fay an /uja/tid, becaufe, 
as I {aid before, all Faults in my Opinion are ulti- 
mately to be referred to that: Even Uncharitable- 
nefs is Injuftice, becaufe our common Creator, who 
has made us all liable to Want, and confequently 
under a Neceffity of defiring Affiftaace, expe&ts we 
fhould be helpful to one another, becaufe he is good 
to us. And when Ariffotle fays, in thofe Words 
that are the AZotto of this Paper, that a// Virtues are 
contained in Fuftice, he ftates the true Notion of 
Good and Evil; and it is as applicable to Virtues 
confidered in a Chriftian Light, as in anatural one. 
This then is the firt Rule by which we are to 
weigh the different Degrees of Good and Evil. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


Given gratis at the Oil Annuity Office in Great Ruf- 
fel-ftreet in Bloomsbury, 
Propofals for raifing a Stock of One hundred 


thoufand Pounds, for laying up great quantities of Beech-Mafts 
for two Years, at an Intereft of 45). per Cent, pet Ann. to the Sub- 
feribers: And upon a Security whereby they will always have in 
their own Hands above ten times the value of the Sum they con- 
tribure. To which is added, a particular Account of the Nature, 
Benefit and Defign of the Undertaking. 

The Gentlewoman that lived 20 Years in Racquet 

Court, and 7 Years in Crane Court, her Things areto be had at the 
Sign « f the Blue Flower Por, a Milliner’s, next Door to the Mufick 
H ufe in Villet’s Mieet in York Buildings, all prepared by her own 
Hands, and fealed as ufual, viz. a del:cate white Wath that beauti- 
fies the Face, without any hurt to Teeth or Eyes, A Pafte that 
takes out all manner of Freckies or Morphew. A Powder that 
whitens the Teeth, and prefervesthe Goms. An Ointment chat rakes 
out all matks or redneis afterthe Small P x. A Water chat colours 
red or grey Huir to a lovely Brown or Uluck, that never comes off 
or dittsthe Linnen. A white Pot that makes the Face tair, A red 
Pomatum forthe Lips, and Watertotake out all manner of heats or 
rednefs inthe Face, A Plaifter to take off Hair from any pare never 
to come again. If any Pestondefirestobuy the Receipts, they may 
have them all in her owntiand Writing , they being the beft ap- 
proved of any of this Nature in England by molt People of Quality. 
And feveral other Things too long to be inferted here. 
_ Next Week will be Publifhedaneat Pocket Edi- 
tion of The new Comedy called The Wonder, A Woman keeps a 
Secret. Writ by the Author of the Gamefte , price rs. These 
will be a {mall Number done on tuperfine Paper, neatly covered 
and gilt, pricers. 6d. Printed forE. Curll at the Dial and Bible 
againft St. Dunftan’s Church in E.cetftreer. Where may be had 
Colin’s Compla:nt, a new Paftoral. By N. Rowe, Efq; with his 
Mifcellany Poems, price ts. 


Juft Publithed, 

A Proje& for fettling an Everlatting Peace in Eu- 
rope. Firft propos’d by Henry IV. of France, and approved of by 
Queen Elizabeth, and moft of the then Princes of Europe, and 
now difcuffed at large, and made practicable, by the Abbot St. 
Pierre of the French Academy. Printed for J. W. and Sold by C. 
King in Weftminfter- hall, J. Graves in St. James’s-ftreet, W. Lewis 
in Covent Garden, J. Brown without Tempie-bar, J. Pemberton and 
R. Goflinin Fleerftreet, w. Taylor in Pater nofter-raw, N. Cliff and 
D. Jacsfon in Cheaplide, R.Smith, R. Parker and J. Round at the 
Royal Exchange, Ferd, Burleigh in Amen-Corner, and A. Dodd 
without Temple bar. [Price Two Shillings} Where may be had 
The Cid; o1, the Heroick Daugh:er, a Tragedy. Electta, a Tra- 
gedy, Tranflated from the Greek of Sophocies. Letie.s of Abe: 
lard and Heloile, &c. and The Life and Cuaragter or Jane Shore 
in 12mo0. 
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